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elocating from Boston, via Columbus, Ohio to The
Landings in 2017 was one of the best decisions Sally
and David Curley ever made. “We love our neighbors,
and our road is known for its get togethers,” explains
Sally. Moving here in their early 50s after successful careers was
the beginning of a new era for both of them.

David has a PhD in history and taught history at Bentley
University for 20 years before retiring to the Landings six years
ago. He remembers fondly that students loved his “War and
Society” and “History of Espionage” courses. Sally has an MBA
from Northeastern University and, after 32 years, She retired from
a senior role at a Fortune 20 company to start her own strategic
consultancy focused on investor relations (IR), environmental-
social-governance (known as ESG or sometimes corporate
sustainability), and corporate governance. Both Sally and David
have won awards from their professional organizations but are
too modest to elaborate further.

Sally has clients across many industries
and enjoys working from their beautiful
home with some business travel. Having
Derby, their 9-year-old English Setter and
Milo, their 5-year-old English Field Spaniel
as co-workers is another benefit of life

on Skidaway Island. “Our puppies are

our children,” shares Sally. First moving

to the Palmetto area of the Landings,

their current Marshwood home needed
two years of structural repairs before
renovations could begin. Thankfully, these
are nearly complete, and their house is elegant and welcoming
and offers one of the best views from the island.

David and Sally met in Boston through friends and this year
celebrated 30 years together, 27 of them married after eloping
to Maine! “One of our first dates was to a Jimmy Buffett concert,
and we've seen many, many of his concerts over these decades.
So, we are very sad to hear of his passing”, says Sally. Once
they made the decision to come to Savannah, this power couple
has thrown themselves into life in the Coastal Empire. In their
downtime, Sally is part of a ladies’ poker group, as well as a
Mah Jong group, and David enjoys two golfing groups with

his buddies.

Sally is also a very active member of Ariel Savannah Angel
Partners (ASAP) after connecting with the President of the
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group via LinkedIn. ‘T had always been intrigued by angel
investing and wanted to learn more. I love the organization and
the camaraderie. My husband was on board with the concept
of our making selective early-stage investments, and the rest is
history...I became an angel investor,” she explains.

Angel investors (usually called just “angels”) offer funding

Lo promising startup companies in exchange for some early
equity in the business. Angels usually get involved with young
companies after they raise their initial capital, which is called a
“friends and family” funding round, but before big institutional
investors invest. Angels step in at a critical time when the
company needs funds to prove out its concept which, in turn,
will hopefully generate interest in much bigger investments
from venture capital groups or strategic acquirers. Sally loves
her involvement with the group; “After decades in business,
there are not many places where T can genuinely learn. I'm a
continuous learner—intellectually curious
and this feeds that part of my brain. The
members of ASAP are truly amazing—
what they’ve each accomplished and
how they think about investments. My
favorite part is the presentation pitch
from a young company’s CEO. I love
hearing from the entrepreneurs who
are seeking investment but also, I love
hearing the discussions and questions
that these smart ASAP members ask”.

ASAP has become one of the biggest
angel investment groups in the
Southeastern USA, and currently has investments in 35
companies. While the group tends to focus mostly on medical
technology businesses, the range is wide and interesting.

Sally’s outgoing personality, expertise and work ethic led her
to joining and becoming a much-valued member of the ASAP
Board earlier this year. “I was humbled and truly honored to be
asked to join the Board. I take any such role very seriously, and
being on two other boards, one of which is a private company
and the other of which is a non-profit that I chair, my concern
was time. The ASAP Board warmly welcomed me and assured
me that I would be contributing at a pace with which I was
comfortable. I've focused, at the Chair’s request, on reviewing
and updating the group’s governance, and am really enjoying
it!” she explains. ASAP is managed by a member-elected board
and is a member of the Angel Capital Association, the largest
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angel professional development organization in the world, comprised of
over 14,000 angels and 250 angel groups. Visit www.asap-invests.com for
more information. “T wish more women would take the leap and learn
more about ASAP, particularly since ASAP doesn’t have any minimum
investment requirements,” says Sally. “I've reached out to a few of my
female friends, and I'm hopeful that this article will entice them to join—
there is nothing to fear, you will make wonderful new friends, and you will
learn a ton along the way!”

avid and Sally enjoy golf, sailing and boating. Sally is a die-hard
New England Sports fan while David still follows his beloved
University of Colorado Buffaloes and loves college football. They

‘ share a love of wine, travel and hosting family and friends. He
loves to cook; she loves to bake, and they can be seen running around the
island with their two dogs, especially on their golf cart as Derby and Milo
LOVE their rides. They also enjoy long wooded hikes when they are at
their vacation place in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Their extended family is very important to them. “We see David’s mom
frequently when in North Carolina and see his dad and stepmom
frequently as they are in Okatie, South Carolina.” Sally zooms with her two
sisters every Sunday morning as one lives in Stirling, Scotland and the other
lives in Boothbay Harbor, Maine. David’s side
of the family is related to Sir Walter Raleigh,
and they have visited Lismore Castle in
Ireland and just returned from visiting Sally’s
sister in Scotland.

The couple cleatly love to have fun and
make special memories. “David and I, at the
Landings last year, learned how to sabre
champagne and were inducted into the
“Confrerie du Sabre d’Or” along with about a
dozen other Landings residents. I gifted it to
him for his birthday, along with an Italian-
made champagne sabre. So, if any of our
great neighbors on the Landings want to
sabre a bottle of champagne, give us a calll”

Would you like to be featured on our cover or do you bave
a neighbor you think bas a great story to share?
Send nominations to Pamela Olson at
polson@bestversionmedia.com for consideration.
Be sure to mention Skidaway Island Neighbors in your email.
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our portfolio businesses

As one of the largest independent angel
investment organizations in the Southeastern ! -
USA, Ariel Savannah Angel Partners (ASAP) ; » el
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has invested over $18m across 35 start-up &
development-stage businesses.
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