Cfee{ f

he Dent ‘Famlly
rohi lﬁ Yﬂl'!k




The
From New York to Savannah

BY LESLEY FRANCIS, LESLEY FRANCIS PR
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ick and Jeanne Dent moved to the warm and
welcoming Landings in 2000 after enjoying successful
careers in medicine and raising a family in Rochester,
New York. Dick grew up in Baltimore, Maryland
not too far from where his grandfather was a country doctor.
His father went to college to study medicine but in 1918
he volunteered to fight in the First World War. His studies
interrupted by this service, he decided to become a Chemical
Engineer instead, a career choice that Dick followed. However,
after working in this role at Proctor & Gamble for five years,
he made a life changing decision. “One day 1 was driving north
on the Jersey Turnpike,” Dick explains, “and decided at that
moment that I wanted to study medicine." Dick went to the
University of Rochester to study internal medicine and after
residency did a fellowship for one year in cardiology.
Dick’s decision to become an internist also led to him
meeting his wife of 61 years, Jeanne, who was born and raised
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in Rochester. Jeanne had returned home after graduating from
the University of Michigan and went to a favorite college
hangout one evening with an old friend where she met Dick.
Jeanne, named after the heroine of a French novel her mother
was reading while expecting her, remembers; “I met a 27-year-
old freshman medical student that evening. My parents insisted
I confirm with the University that Richard Dent age 27, was
indeed a freshman there. He was! Three months later we were
engaged and three months after that we were married!” Jeanne
worked as a nurse until Dick graduated and they had their
three children during the years of Dick’s medical residency.
Their eldest son John was born in 1966, daughter Debbie

in 1968 and youngest Scott in 1972. Scott has followed his
father’s circuitous route into medicine as he began his career
in teaching for the non-profit Teach for America, based near
the Mexican border and then teaching elementary school in
California for five years. After becoming disillusioned with




teaching, Scott went to the University of Rochester to study
medicine and is now a physician.

Dick developed a great interest in the delivery of healthcare
and insurer control which led to him becoming a Vice President
at Blue Cross. “It was fascinating to learn all about health
systems and delivering healthcare,” Dick says. Meanwhile,
after their three children had left the nest, Jeanne pursued a
career in hospital administration. From 1987-1997, she was the
Quality Assurance Coordinator for the University of Rochester
Medical Center. ‘I loved learning g
about quality and service, and
I was fortunate to travel around
the country as part of a national
assessment team for the Malcolm
Baldridge Award” Jeanne
remembers,

0, apart from avoiding the
freezing winters in the
state of New York, what
led to the Dents’ decision
to relocate to Skidaway Island? “We
wanted somewhere that was a real
community. After buying our home
on Deer Creek we were invited to
be part of a street-wide party in
our neighborhood. We all became
great friends, and the tradition of a Sundew Slicer monthly
parties continues after 23 years,” Dick explains. Although
they do enjoy summers at their place on the Erie Canal with
their extended family, Savannah really feels like home. Jeanne
has volunteered at the Mediation Center in Savannah for 21
years, mediating civil and divorce cases. “Training for the role
of mediator and volunteering at the center has opened up a
whole new world for me. Unlike when I was at the hospital
and always brought my work home, it is very satisfying to see
a case settled through mediation and then be finished for the
day,” Jeanne says.

Both Dick and Jeanne
make plenty of time for
their family, and their six
grandchildren are sources
of great pride for them.

Their eldest son John and
his family are based in San
Francisco, their daughter
Debbie and her family in
Baltimore and the youngest
Scott is in Rochester. Both
Scott and his wife Holly
are doctors specializing

in treating and preventing
addiction. Every February
during the week of Presidents
Day weekend, they and
their two boys aged 10

and 12 come o stay at the
Landings where they enjoy
all the wonderful amenities
including golf lessons, the
Franklin Creek pool, and
trips to Tybee Island.

The Dents love to travel
and went to Japan last fall,
often enjoying traveling with good friends from medical school
who live in Minneapolis. They are very excited about a planned
trip to London, England later this year. In addition to all this
they both enjoy golf and bridge. Dick comments that “no
one can play golf all the time and we like to keep our brains
and lives active." After moving south 24 years ago, Dick soon
became involved in the Mercer School of Medicine in Savannah
and Macon where he teaches quality and safety.

Dick has also been a very
active member of Ariel Savannah
Angel Partners (ASAP) for
the past several years. “I was
attracted by the fact that many of
their investments are related to
the medical field.” Angel investors
(usually called just “angels™) offer
funding to promising startup
companies in exchange for some
early equity in the business.
Angels usually get involved with
young companies after they
raise their initial capital, which
is called a “friends and family”
funding round, but before big
institutional investors invest.
Angels step in at a critical time when the company needs funds
to prove out its concept which, in turn, will hopefully generate
interest in much bigger investments from venture capital groups
or strategic acquirers.

ASAP has become one of the biggest angel investment
groups in the Southeastern USA, and currently has investments
in over 30 companies. While the group tends to focus mostly
on medical technology businesses, the range is wide and
interesting. “I am attracted by the challenge of reviewing a
large number of potential investments and separating the wheat
from chaff, which takes a lot of energy and experience, to
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undertake what is called due diligence,” Dick
comments. “I love the challenge of picking
good companies that are likely to succeed,
and then working closely with some very
good and sharp people who are also ASAP
members to put a report together and
recommend to other members whether we
should invest.”
ick joined ASAP’s board of
directors last year, and his
expertise and work ethic led to
him to accepting the important
position of leading all the due diligence
teams at ASAP. “It can take a few years to
see the results of our investment. I'd estimate
that 40% of the companies we select are
really successful so then we make a return
on our investments, which can be many
times that of our original funding. I enjoy the
delayed gratification and the challenge of
evaluating these exciting young companies,
many of whom have products or service
that can make a real difference. The other
bonus is that when we get it right, we get
paid through the
company’s future
success.” ASAP
is managed by a
member-elected
board and is a
member of the
Angel Capital
Association, the
largest angel
professional
development
organization in the
world, comprised
of over 14,000
angels and 250 angel groups. Visit www.
asap-invests.com for more information.
“I encourage my neighbors to learn more
about ASAP, particularly since ASAP doesn’t
have any minimum investment requirements,
and members can pick the level of
involvement that suits them best,” says Dick.
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