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The Sehmitt Family:
Living Their Best Life
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ark and Jennifer Schmitt are living their best lives Interestingly, this lively couple were delivered at the same
in the Deer Creek neighborhood of The Landings. hospital and even by the same doctor in Virginia, although they
Having moved two and a half years ago from didn’t meet as infants! They met right before graduate school
Northern Virginia, and pretty much in the same and went on to marry and build a wonderful life and family

part of the Washington DC area where they were both
born and raised, they could not be more thrilled with
their relocation. “My best friend from high school’s
parents moved here when they retired, so when
we were checking out places to move to, we

decided to explore Skidaway Island. It definitely

checked all our boxes,” Mark explains. “Even =~
though we had lived in the DC area for 120

years between us, we wanted better weather, a
lower cost of living and to be nearer our three
children who have all left Virginia and now live in \§
Georgia and North Carolina.” Jennifer adds, “I spent %
my summers on the Chesapeake Bay and the natural
environment here reminds me of happy times spent there.

together. In addition to all their outdoor pursuits and
Jennifer being a member of two book clubs, Mark
still works part time remotely from their home on
Skidaway Island. He leads business development
for a technology company and has had a
successful career in telecommunications
= and then Information Technology. He also
‘ enjoyed an active sabbatical in 2018 when he
worked in organic farming in a remote castle
in Scotland. Jennifer not only raised their
three daughters, but has worked since 2000
in finance in a part time role for an executive
search company in Washington DC. As Mark always
travelled a lot on business, Jennifer juggled her family

We love to go out on the water, run, bike, play golf, tennis commitments by working remotely before this became popular
and pickle ball, so the Landings are perfect for our outdoorsy and she continues to do so from the Landings.

lifestyle”. And the icing on the cake? Mark’s best friend followed Family remains very important to them, and one of the

them and now lives close by at the Landings. advantages of living in Savannah is being closer to their children
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and grandchildren.
Their eldest
daughter Sarah now
lives in Chapel Hill,
NC with her husband
Sam and their dog,
Delta, although she
has lived all over

the world. After
obtaining her PhD in
hydrology she lived
in Ascension island,
an isolated volcanic
island in the South
Atlantic, studying fog
and the impact of
climate change. She
also has lived in the
Galdpagos Islands,

¢ the volcanic islands in
the Eastern Pacific. Jennifer tells me about a wonderful and unique
family story: “Mark and I met in scuba diving class and we and all
our children and their husbands are now certified divers. We all
enjoyed an amazing vacation together on the Galdpagos Islands
when we witnessed our now son in law proposing to our middle
daughter on the back of a dive boat on Christmas day! Fortunately,
he didn’t lose the ring in the ocean, and she said yes.”

“Our middle daughter, Marybeth, was the first in the family
to migrate south,” Mark explains. “She dated our now son-in-law
Patrick in High School and after graduating college and pursuing
a career in advertising, they got married.” Now living in Atlanta,
Mark and Jennifer frequently visit Marybeth, who is now a stay at
home mom, with Patrick and their two adorable grandchildren:
Olivia who is three years old and James who is now two
years old. “Our children have friends that live on the Landings,
sorority sisters and former coworkers, so they love to come to
stay with us,” says Mark. Jennifer recalls a funny story about
three-year-old Olivia enjoying ordering food and drinks at the
clubs at the Landings, and when she went home to Atlanta, she
tried to use our club number to order at a Starbucks restaurant!”

Their youngest daughter, Emily, is a teacher in Charlotte, NC
and recently married her fiancée, Will at a beautiful wedding in
the chapel at Bethesda. “The service was lovely in its simplicity,”
Mark says. “Their reception at the Landings’ Palmetto Club was
absolutely fantastic and having experienced three weddings
for my daughters, we know what ‘right’ looks like. We were so
impressed I wrote a letter to the staff there thanking them for
making our day so special.”

Mark and Jennifer have travelled the world as well as
exploring the great outdoors in national parks across the USA.
Over the years they have visited many different countries some
with a group of close friends, and they enjoy the camaraderie
of traveling with this group. “We have been on an African safari,
toured New Zealand, visited Paris and the UK where we had
a blast, gone to explore Panama, and Mark spent six months
in Israel” Jennifer explains. They are now planning a trip to
Alaska with their travel buddies. Until then, “We are focusing on
getting to know Savannah and discovering Coastal Georgia and
the Lowcountry,” she adds.

Both have been very pleased with their neighborhood. “Deer
Creek has its own character and feel, and the other residents on
our street are incredibly nice. We have our own golf scramble
which culminates in a party, taking turns to host, as well as

a Christmas party on our
block,” Mark says. “The new
neighbors groups helped
us meet neighbors very
quickly—it is the ultimate
on-ramp to developing a
social life here.”

espite their

great life on The

Landings, Mark

and Jennifer were keen to develop broader interests
in Savannah. They read about Ariel Savannah Angel Partners
(ASAP) in this magazine last year, and Mark wanted to learn
more. “I reached out to the chairman, and he introduced me
to both ASAP and the Troy Mediterranean restaurant which
has become a favorite of ours. Over lunch I learned more and
decided to join the group” Angel investors (usually called just
“angels”) offer funding and mentoring to promising startup
companies in exchange for some early equity in the business.
Angels usually get involved with young companies after they
raise their initial capital, which is called a “friends and family”
funding round, but before big institutional investors invest.
Angels step in at a critical time when the company needs funds
to prove out its concept which, in turn, will hopefully generate
interest in much bigger investments from venture capital groups
or strategic acquirers. ASAP has become one of the biggest
angel investment
groups in the
Southeastern USA.
and currently
has investments
in over 30
companies.

Mark has
become an active
member, enjoying
presentations
at meetings
where members
hear about and discuss different deals, the social side of the
meetings, and volunteering on due diligence teams. “I love the
intellectual growth involved especially as I am in the process
of reducing my working hours. ASAP is a great opportunity to
meet like-minded folks from various professional backgrounds
from medicine, the law, corporate finance, fortune 500
executives, business owners and more,” Mark enthuses. “I
jumped into some investments—and there is no necessity to
invest in every deal, we each make our own decisions. I also
volunteered to become involved in some due diligence projects
and am very impressed with the detailed levels of research
ASAP undertakes before recommending for or against different
investments. I have a background in technology, and I work
alongside people who know about patents for example, so I am
learning all the time.”

ASAP is managed by a member-elected board and is a
member of the Angel Capital Association, the largest angel
professional development organization in the world, comprised
of over 14,000 angels and 250 angel groups. Visit www.
asap-invests.com for more information. “I actively encourage
my neighbors to take a discovery tour of ASAP. Many of our
meetings are face to face so come and visit, bring a friend and
see us in action,” says Mark.
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